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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Takahashi (US Pat. # 6,504,960). 

With respect to independent claims 1 and 11-13, Takahashi teaches a device 
(21 ) and method enabling a printer (22) to print a page with a desired design and 
computer program comprising association means for associating an image area in a 
page layout containing the image area disposed on a page, and a specified image 
(Figs. 1-3 and cols.4-5, and print job file creating means for creating, on the basis of the 
association, a print job file that renders a print job for printing a page on which the 
specified image is applied to the image area and a printer that performs printing on the 
basis of the print job file(see Figs. 3-8 and cols. 5-7). 

With respect to claim 2, see Figs. 3-8 and cols. 5-8 of Takahashi that teaches in 
response to a user request, the association means associate the name of a file of the 
page layout and the name of an image file of an image desired by the user. 

With respect to claim 3, see cols. 2-5 of Takahashi that teaches the device is a 
digital camera and the association means perform the association during photography. 
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With respect to claim 4, see col. 8 of Takahashi that teaches page layout 
display means for displaying the page layout on a display device and camera visual field 
display means that allow a user to view the visual field of a digital camera via an image 
area of a page layout displayed on the display device and the association means 
associate a page layout displayed on the display device and an image file of the 
photograph taken. 

With respect to independent claims 5 and 14, Takahashi teaches a printer and 
printing method comprising means for acquiring a print job file representing a print job 
for printing a page on which an image is associated with an image area in a page layout 
containing the image area disposed on the page and printing means that perform 
printing on the basis of the print job file thus acquired (see Fig. 9 and col. 10). 

With respect to claim 6, see col. 10 of Takahashi that teaches storing means on 
which the layout file describing the page layout is stored. 

With respect to claim 7, see Figs. 6-8 and cols. 9-10 of Takahashi that teaches 
the layout file describing the page layout, and the print job file are both supplied from 
the outside. 

With respect to claim 8, see Figs. 1-9 and cols. 4-10 of Takahashi that teaches 
the print job file has a plurality of image areas which the page layout comprises and 
association information for placing images in the plurality of image areas; and the 
printing means print a page on which images are disposed in each of the plurality of 
image areas on the basis of the association information. 
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With respect to claim 9, see Figs. 5-9 and cols. 6-10 of Takahashi that teaches 
a plurality of layout description sections are contained in the print job file, and each 
layout description section contains layout identification information serving to identify a 
layout file describing the page layout, and image identification information serving to 
identify an image file of an image associated with an image area of the page layout; and 
the printing means print a page on which the image is disposed on the basis of the 
descriptive content for each of the layout description sections. 

With respect to claim 10, see Figs. 5-9 and cols. 6-10 of Takahashi that teaches 
the print job file contains one or more items of file identification information serving to 
identify each of one or more data files, and a specified code, and the one or more items 
of file identification information is (are) contained in a predetermined range within the 
print job file; and, upon detecting the specified code, the printing means handle a data 
file, which is identified from a predetermined file identification information item among 
one or more file identification information items within the predetermined range, as a 
layout file representing the page layout, and handle a data file, which is identified from 
another file identification information item, as the image file of the image. 

With respect to independent claims 15 and 25, Takahashi teaches a data 
structure of a print job file that can be parsed by a printer, comprising layout 
identification information serving to identify a layout file defining a given page layout 
containing one or more image areas, in which a decorative part image is associated 
with a predetermined location of this page layout and image identification information 
serving to identify an image file of a specified image (Figs. 3-9 and cols. 7-10). 
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With respect to claim 16, see Figs. 7-8 of Takahashi that teaches the image 
area and image identification information are associated. 

With respect to claim 17, see Figs. 6-8 of Takahashi that teaches a plurality of 
items of image identification information. 

With respect to 'claim 18, see Figs. 7-8 of Takahashi that teaches an identifier, 
which indicates a break for each page, and one or more items of image identification 
information that is (are) associated with the image areas of each page, are matched 
with respect to a single item of layout identification information. 

With respect to claim 19, see Figs. 7-8 of Takahashi that teaches there is only 
ever one item of layout identification information. 

With respect to claim 20, see Figs. 7-8 of Takahashi that teaches a plurality of 
items of layout identification information is included. 

With respect to claim 21, see Figs. 7-8 and cols. 5-6of Takahashi that teaches 
description relating to printing conditions desired by a user. 

With respect to claim 22, see Figs. 6-8 of Takahashi that teaches at least one of 
the page layout and the print job file is a file that is described by means of a text file or 
Markup language. 

With respect to claim 23, see Figs. 6-9 and cols. 7-10 of Takahashi that teaches 
a plurality of layout description sections are included; each layout description section 
contains the layout identification information (Fig. 7), and image identification 
information for an image associated with an image area of a page layout represented by 
a layout file that is identified from the layout identification information (Fig. 8); and a 
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printer is thus enabled to print a page on which an image is disposed on the basis of the 
descriptive content of each of the layout description sections. 

With respect to independent claim 24, Takahashi teaches a data structure of a 
print job file that can be parsed by a printer (see Fig. 5 and col. 10), comprising a 
specified code (data file code that can be read or communicate between devices); and 
one or more items of file identification information serving to identify each of one or 
more data files (Figs. 6-7), wherein the specified code allows a printer that detects the 
specified code to handle a data file that is identified from a predetermined file 
identification information item among the one or more file identification information items 
as a layout file representing the page layout, and to handle a data file that is identified 
from another file identification item as the image file of the image (Figs. 5-7 & cols. 9-10) 

With respect to independent claims 26 and 28, Takahashi teaches a system 
(Fig. 5) and a method comprising a data source (21 ) that outputs a print job file (Fig. 6); 
and a job file acquisition device (22) for acquiring the print job file from the data source, 
the print job file contains layout identification information serving to identify a layout file 
defining a given page layout containing an image area (Figs. 7-8), and image 
identification information serving to identify an image file of a specified image (Fig. 7); 
and the job file acquisition device (22) obtains and parses the print job file that is output 
by the data source and acquires and saves the layout file that is identified from the 
layout identification information contained in the print job file, as well as the image file 
that is identified from the image identification information contained in the print job file 
(see Figs. 5-9 and cols. 5-10). 
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With respect to claim 27, see Figs. 5-9 and cols. 7-10 of Takahashi that teaches 
the data source is a digital camera (21); the job file acquisition device is a printer (22); 
and the printer prints an image corresponding with the acquired image file in 
accordance with a page layout designated by the layout file thus acquired. 

With respect to independent claim 29, Takahashi teaches a data source device 
(21) that is capable of communicating with a job file acquisition device (22) (Fig. 5) 
capable of acquiring a print job file, the print job file containing layout identification 
information serving to identify a layout file defining a given page layout containing an 
image area (Figs. 7-8), and image identification information serving to identify an image 
file of a specified image (Fig. 7), the data source device comprising means for 
outputting a print job file to the job file acquisition device (Fig. 5); and means enabling 
the job file acquisition device to acquire and parse the print job file thus output and to 
acquire and save a layout file that is identified from the layout identification information 
contained in the print job file, as well as an image file that is identified from the image 
identification information contained in the print job file (see Figs. 5-9 and cols. 5-10). 

With respect to independent claim 30, Takahashi teaches a job file acquisition 
device (22) that is capable of communicating with a data source (21) (Fig. 5) on which a 
print job file is saved, the print job file containing layout identification information serving 
to identify a layout file defining a given page layout containing an image area (Figs. 7-8), 
and image identification information serving to identify an image file of a specified image 
(Cols. 9-10), the job file acquisition device comprising means for acquiring the print job 
file that is output from the data source (Fig. 5, and col. 10); and means for parsing the 
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print job file thus acquired and or acquiring and saving a layout file that is identified from 
the layout identification information contained in the print job file, as well as an image 
file that is identified from the image identification information contained in the print job 
file (see Fig. 5-9 and cols. 5-10) 

With respect to independent claim 31, Takahashi teaches a method for 
acquiring a print job file (71) containing layout identification information serving to 
identify a layout file defining a given page layout containing an image area (Figs. 7-8), 
and image identification information serving to identify an image file of a specified image 
(cols. 9-10), comprising a step in which a print command device (Fig. 5 and cols. 9-10) 
proactively transmits the print job file to a job file acquisition device and a step in which 
the job file acquisition device proactively acquires a layout file and image file from a 
data source on the basis of the print job file thus received from the print command 
device (see Figs. 5-9 and cols. 9-10) 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The Applicant's attention is invited to the patents to Kasai et al. 
(JP 11-055605), Parulski et al. (US Patent # 7,038,714), Ogiwara (Publication No. US 
2005/01 1 1042 A1 ) and Kitahara et al. (Publication No. US 205/0174600 A1 ). 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh H. Chau whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2156. The examiner can normally be reached on M - TH 9:30AM - 8:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-2258. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




MHC 

October 02, 2006 



MINHCHAU 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



